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Children’s
‘fsar’ avoids
merger of
watchdogs

PROPOSALS to slim
down the number of
watchdog “tsars” have
been unveiled by MSPs.
~ Ten bodies under the
wing of the Scottish
Parliament or the
Scottish Government
should be merged into
seven, the MSPs said.

But they said the post
of the children’s commis-
sioner - which it had
been proposed to merge
with the Scottish Human
Rights Commission -
should remain a stand-
alone body.

The changes would
also see the watchdog
responsible for policing

MSPs’ behaviour, the
Scottish Parliamentary
Standards Commissioner,
merged into a new and
bigger body.

The previous commis-
sioner, Dr Jim Dyer, had
argued against such a
move, telling MSPs in
January that removing
his stand-alone post
could be seen as politi-
cians trying to lessen the
scrutiny they face.

Labour MSP Trish
Godman, who led the
review, said; “While we
have recommended

‘reducing the number of
public bodies overall, we
have also safeguarded
the public’s valuable reg-
ulatory, advocacy and
investigatory services.”
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